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Abstract
Existing models explaining the evolution of sexual dimorphism in the timing of emergence

(SDT) in Lepidoptera assume equal mortality rates for males and females. The limiting as-

sumption of equal mortality rates has the consequence that these models are only able to

explain the evolution of emergence of males before females, i.e. protandry—the more com-

mon temporal sequence of emergence in Lepidoptera. The models fail, however, in provid-

ing adaptive explanations for the evolution of protogyny, where females emerge before

males, but protogyny is not rare in insects. The assumption of equal mortality rates seems

too restrictive for many insects, such as butterflies. To investigate the influence of unequal

mortality rates on the evolution of SDT, we present a generalised version of a previously

published model where we relax this assumption. We find that longer life-expectancy of fe-

males compared to males can indeed favour the evolution of protogyny as a fitness enhanc-

ing strategy. Moreover, the encounter rate between females and males and the sex-ratio

are two important factors that also influence the evolution of optimal SDT. If considered in-

dependently for females and males the predicted strategies can be shown to be evolution-

arily stable (ESS). Under the assumption of equal mortality rates the difference between the

females’ and males’ ESS remains typically very small. However, female and male ESS may

be quite dissimilar if mortality rates are different. This creates the potential for an ‘evolution-

ary conflict’ between females and males. Bagworm moths (Lepidoptera: Psychidae) provide

an exemplary case where life-history attributes are such that protogyny should indeed be

the optimal emergence strategy from the males’ and females’ perspectives: (i) Female lon-

gevity is considerably larger than that of males, (ii) encounter rates between females and

males are presumably low, and (iii) females mate only once. Protogyny is indeed the gener-

al mating strategy found in the bagworm family.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0118354 March 16, 2015 1 / 12

a11111

OPEN ACCESS

Citation: Degen T, Hovestadt T, Mitesser O, Hölker F
(2015) High Female Survival Promotes Evolution of
Protogyny and Sexual Conflict. PLoS ONE 10(3):
e0118354. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118354

Academic Editor: Nikos T Papadopoulos, University
of Thessaly, GREECE

Received: July 3, 2014

Accepted: January 13, 2015

Published: March 16, 2015

Copyright: © 2015 Degen et al. This is an open
access article distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits
unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are
credited.

Data Availability Statement: All relevant data are
within the paper and its Supporting Information files.

Funding: This work was funded by the project
“Verlust der Nacht” (Federal Ministry of Education
and Research, Germany, BMBF-033L038A, granted
to FH) and by the German Research Foundation
(DFG, Collaborative Research Center SFB 1047
“Insect timing”, Project C6, granted to TH). The
funders had no role in study design, data collection
and analysis, decision to publish, or preparation of
the manuscript.

Competing Interests: The authors have declared
that no competing interests exist.

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0118354&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0118354&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0118354&domain=pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Introduction
In many annual insects, males and females emerge not exactly at the same time of the season
(sexual dimorphism in timing of emergence, SDT) [1]. An analogous observation in long-lived
animals such as birds, amphibians, or mammals, is the different timing of arrival to breeding
areas by males and females [2]. The more typical observation is that males emerge or arrive ear-
lier than females (“protandry”) [1–4]. In either case, proper timing of activity can have impor-
tant fitness implications [5]. A specific problem faced by many insects is timing emergence to
maximise mating success [6, 7]. It is obvious that the fitness maximizing strategy of members
of one sex will critically depend on timing decisions taken by members of the other sex and
possibly also of their own sex. Thus, (evolution of) timing provides potential for a sexual con-
flict over the optimal SDT, i.e. a conflict between the evolutionary interests of individuals of the
two sexes [8].

Models providing reasonable explanations for the evolution of protandry in Lepidoptera
and other organisms have already been developed (reviews: [2, 9]). Provided that females mate
just once but males may mate several times (polygyny), males emerging ahead of females could
increase their chance of multiple encounters with virgin females, thus increasing the expected
number of matings [3, 10]. Moreover, protandry may reduce the females’ waiting before find-
ing a mating partner [10, 11] and thus, considering female mortality, the risk to die as virgin
[10]—an important benefit for a short-lived individual [5]. The model by Zonneveld and Metz
[10] showed that the optimal SDT as seen from the perspective of females are almost always
slightly different from the SDT maximizing the males’ fitness expectation. Other models which
take both perspectives into account also predict only weak sexual conflict over the optimal level
of protandry (review: [9]). These models assume genetic control of emergence: “two sex-limit-
ed loci: M expressed in males, F in females. [. . .] There will be inter-locus conflict: any mutant
allele at M or F allowing cost-free achievement of the optimal outcome for the male or female
will spread” [12].

The inverse situation, i.e., that females emerge before males (“protogyny”), occurs far too
often among Lepidoptera to accept the lack of an evolutionary explanation [13–22]. Honek
[13] reviewed studies of 97 non-diapausing species of insects and found protogyny for com-
plete development in 18% of the species. For the bagworm family (Lepidoptera: Psychidae)
that includes approximately 1000 species, protogyny is even the rule [19]. Recent studies have
concluded that protogyny—in contrast to protandry—would increase the risk of female mating
failures; there should be strong selection to reduce protogyny [1, 23, 24]. Consequently,
Rhainds and Gries [24] assumed that there must be benefits other than maximising mating
success associated with protogyny, such as avoidance of inbreeding.

As Rhainds [1] already recognised, none of the models mentioned above provides a good
explanation for the evolution of protogyny. Because protogyny is wide-spread in bagworms it
seems likely that specific life history trait(s) occur in this taxonomic group (in contrast to oth-
ers), that have not been accounted for in the former modelling approach. Noticeable facts that
have been reported for several bagworm species include a high proportion of unmated females,
a male-biased sex ratio and neonatal larvae dispersal by ballooning on silken threads [7, 10, 19,
23]. Not considered in any model but specific and wide spread for bagworms is the short life-
span of adults, with a pronounced difference in female and male survival: Male longevity is
only one or two days, whereas females may survive for up to two weeks (cf. [19]). In butterflies
in general, mortality rates of males are typically only slightly higher than those of females (esti-
mated from wild populations [25, 26]). We refer to studies of wild populations because longevi-
ty of sexes can differ significantly between wild and laboratory populations [27, 28].
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Nonetheless, that mortality rates differ between genders is known for many other taxa too [25,
26, 29–31].

Thus, the assumption of similar mortality rates underlying previous models may often be vi-
olated. Here, we will develop a model that shows that an explanation for the evolution of proto-
gyny may be provided if we consider the effect of uneven mortality rates for females and males.
We will show that protogyny may indeed evolve if female mortality is lower than male mortali-
ty and that such selection may at the same time intensify the possible sexual conflict over the
optimal SDT.

Materials and Methods
The question we especially want to answer is under which conditions an emergence of females
ahead of males may be an adaptive (and evolutionary stable) strategy. Zonneveld and Metz
[10] already provided a very useful model to investigate the evolution of SDT; we will present
here a straightforward extension of this model by relaxing just one critical assumption. Conse-
quently, we provide only a brief summary description of the model because most details can be
found in the paper of Zonneveld and Metz [10]. Our model is based on the following
assumptions:

1. The time to emergence of males and females is logistically distributed, with a common scale
parameter (σ) that is proportional to the standard deviation; only the mean dates of eclosion
of males (μm) and females (μf) are under genetic control. Generations do not overlap.

2. Death rates of males (αm) and females (αf) are constant but not necessarily equal.

3. The (overall) sex-ratio in the population is the ratio of the total number of females (1 − ψ)
to the total number of males (ψ) emerging over the course of the season. Note that this ratio
is typically not identical with the operational sex ratio at a specific moment in time.

4. Females mate at most once or die unmated if they fail to find a mating partner, whereas
males are principally capable of multiple matings.

5. Mating occurs as soon as a male encounters a virgin female. The duration of copulation is
negligibly small in comparison with the total life expectancy. Consequently, mating does
not reduce a male’s chance for future matings.

6. Encounters between females and males occur randomly with rate γ.

7. Populations are assumed to be so large that stochastic effects or population extinctions can
be ignored.

This list of assumptions is completely identical to that of Zonneveld and Metz [10] with the
exception of assumption 2): We analysed the effect of unequal mortality rates in females and
males for the selection of SDT. Beyond this, we explored how these effects are modified by en-
counter rates and uneven sex-ratios.

Reproductive success of a female is critically bound to the fact that she must be fertilised be-
fore she dies as a virgin. For males, reproductive success is defined by the number of matings
achieved during their lifetime, i.e., the number of virgin females encountered. Given the as-
sumptions above, the temporal dynamics of males (M̃) and virgin females (Ṽ ) is defined by the
following set of differential equations:

@ ~MðtÞ
@t

¼ c~gðt; s; mmÞ � am
~MðtÞ ð1Þ
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and

@ ~V ðtÞ
@t

¼ ð1� cÞ~gðt; s; mf Þ � ðaf þ g ~MðtÞÞ ~V ðtÞ ð2Þ

Male and virgin female densities increase (the first term in either equation) due to the emer-
gence of new individuals according to a logistic probability density function (g˜(t; σ; μ)) with
given variance (σ) and mean male (μm) and female (μf) day of eclosion (parameters and func-
tions are given in Table 1). Male density decreases due to mortality (second term of equation
(1)). Similarly, the density of virgin females declines due to mortality—in which case females
fail to reproduce—but in addition virgin females are removed from the pool the moment they
successfully mate (equation (2)).

These equations can be scaled without any loss of generality to simplify the analysis. As
male (αm) and female (αf) mortality rates are constant (but not necessarily equal), scaling can
be performed analogous to Zonneveld and Metz (cf. [10] page 311ff]). Therefore, we only pres-
ent the major steps: (1) The individual numbers are scaled by the total number of butterflies
(N) that emerge per unit of area. (2) The time (t) is substituted by the scaled time (T = (t − μf)/
σ) resulting in scaled death rates (λi = αi σ (i 2 {m, f}) and in a scaled encounter rate (φ = Nγσ).
We take the mean female eclosure time as reference time (T = 0).

The scaled density dynamics of males (M(T)) and virgin females (V(T)) are:

@MðTÞ
@T

¼ cgðT; tÞ � lmMðTÞ ð3Þ

Table 1. List of parameters and functions used.

parameter interpretation

σ scale parameter (standard deviation) of log-normal distribution of emergence times

μ* mean of g

α* unscaled mortality rate

ψ proportion of males among adults at eclosure

γ female-male encounter rate

N total number of individuals emerging per unit area

λ* scaled mortality rate: λ = αγ

φ scalede encounter rate: Nγσ

τ scaled SDT: τ = (μf − μm)/σ

function interpretation

T(t) scaled time: T = (t − μf)/σ

M(T) scaled male density at time T (scaled to N)

V(T) scaled density of vergin females at time T (scaled to N)

g(T; μ) scaled probability distribution of emergence times

Φ(T) number of females a male emerging at scaled time T is expected to mate with

E(τ) expected number of matings achieved by males emerging on average τ time units

before females

* with additional subscripts m and f indicating male respectively female specific parameters.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118354.t001
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and

@VðTÞ
@T

¼ ð1� cÞgðT; 0Þ � ðlf þ φMðTÞÞVðTÞ ð4Þ

with the (scaled) logistic probability density

gðT; mÞ ¼ eTþm

ð1þ eTþmÞ2 ð5Þ

Parameter t ¼ mf�mm
s is the scaled degree of SDT (sSDT). As the mean time of female eclo-

sion is 0 by definition, sSDT (τ) simply characterises the relative shift of male eclosion. A posi-
tive value of sSDT (τ) indicates protandry and a negative one protogyny as in Larsen and
Calabrese [23]. Note that the scaled equations are identical to the unscaled equations for σ = 1
and N = 1. The solution of equations (3) and (4) is identical to the solution of Zonneveld and
Metz (cf. [10] page 311ff]) except for the difference in male (λm) and female (λf) mortalities
(see S1 appendix. for details).

Reproductive success of females with respect to males will depend on the level of SDT in a
population—natural selection should thus change the level of SDT so that it maximises success.
However, as already explained in the introduction it is important to recognise the different per-
spectives of females and males in this context: For females the best SDT would be that minimis-
ing the risk of dying as unmated virgins; for males the ideal strategy is that maximising the
number of matings. Thus, it is not assured that females and males will ‘agree’ on the optimal
strategy, i.e., that a joint evolutionarily stable strategy (ESS) exists.

The number of females a male emerging at scaled time Te is expected to mate with is

FðTeÞ ¼
R1
Te
e�lmðT�TeÞφVðTÞdT ð6Þ

Equation (6) combines the probability that a male is still alive at a given time (negative expo-
nential term) with the fraction of females (V(T)) he is expected to mate with at that time and
the encounter rate (φ). Each mating contributes equally to reproductive success, and pre-emer-
gence mortality is not taken into account (cf. [10]). Pre-emergence mortality has little impact
on our results because it would only shape the emergence curve to be slightly left-skewed.

Thus, the expected number of matings achieved by males emerging on average τ time units
before the females is given by

EðtÞ ¼ R1
�1 FðTÞ eTþt

ð1þ eTþtÞ2 dT ð7Þ

In equation (7), male emergence is described through the (scaled) logistic probability function
(see (5)). For numerical optimisation we use a transformed version (for formal proof see S2 ap-
pendix), which simplifies the implementation of the model:

EðtÞ ¼ R1
�1

φ

c
MðT; tÞVðT; tÞdT ð8Þ

From the females’ perspective, the optimal sSDT (τ) is achieved when τmaximises the total
number of matings

max ðEðtÞÞ with t 2 R: ð9Þ
As the moment of fertilisation is not relevant for a female’s reproductive success this minimises
the risk to die as a virgin. Due to the lack of any frequency-dependence on the females’ side
this is the female ESS.
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It is not assured, however, that the sSDT (τ) maximising the total number of matings is also
a male ESS because mutant males hatching with a different mean time of eclosion might gain
above average copulations. To find the corresponding sSDT (τ) for the male ESS, we thus as-
sume that rare mutant males (cf. [10] page 312f]) with a different mean time of eclosion ð�mmÞ
do not have an impact on the scaled density of virgin females in the resident population. The
expected number of matings of mutant males thus depends on the sSDT (τ) of non-mutant
(resident) males and on the sSDT (�t) of the mutant males. Under this assumption the expected
number of matings for a mutant male is

�Eð�tÞ ¼ R1
�1

φ

c
MðT; �tÞVðT; tÞdT ð10Þ

According to the ‘adaptive dynamics approach’ (see [32]) the solution for the male ESS is
the point where sSDT (�t) of the mutant males—which solves maxðE�ð�tÞÞ—is equal to the sSDT
(τ) of the resident males (see [10]). If a strategy is ESS, convergence-stable stabilising selection
will promote the evolution of a monomorphic trait distribution [32]. A joint ESS occurs under
conditions where the male and female ESS coincide.

Integrals were numerically approximated by the trapezoidal rule with equally spaced panels
and optimisation was based on the functions “optimize” and “uniroot” of the statistics package
R [33].

We are especially interested whether the existence of different mortality rates for the two
sexes and/or different sex-ratios (at birth, respectively eclosure) may promote the evolution of
protogyny, i.e., negative sSDT (τ) values. For this purpose we determined the female and male
ESS for two different scaled encounter rates (φ 2 {2, 30}). Different combinations of scaled sex
specific mortality rates (λ 2 [1/10; 10]) are equally spaced on the log scale such that λ =
1.258925k j k 2 {−10, − 9, . . ., 10} and different sex ratios (ψ 2 {0.1, 0.5, 0.9}).

Results
For all tested parameter combinations we find a unique solution for the level of sSDT (τ) of res-
ident males which solves Eq. (10) so that no mutant male with a different level of sSDT (�t) can
expect to achieve more matings. We verified that all solutions are ESS-stable and convergence-
stable according to the criteria provided by Geritz et al. [32]. In the case of females, the exis-
tence of an ESS is trivial as—according to model assumptions—females do not compete over
access to mating partners.

Protandry is the only strategy for males and females if the mortality rates are equal as was
previously shown by Zonneveld and Metz [10]. The differences between male and female ESS
are low, as indicated by the fact that the ESS for the two genders tends to fall onto the main di-
agonal in figs. 1 and 2. The optimal level of protandry depends on mortality rates: Increasing
mortality results in a decline of the optimal time gap in eclosure between males and females;
this has also been shown by Zonneveld and Metz [10].

With the introduction of unequal mortality rates protandry is not necessarily the optimal
strategy anymore: Especially in scenarios with low encounter rates (φ = 2) and where females
have considerably lower mortality rates than males, protogyny can become an optimal strategy
from the perspective of both sexes (fig. 1A). In addition, with unequal mortality, the male ESS
may substantially deviate from the female ESS (see shaded areas in fig. 1A and B). Across the
range of all combinations for mortality rates analysed, females would generally favour an earli-
er emergence than is in the interest of males (the shaded area in figures nearly completely falls
below the main diagonal). Indeed, for some combinations of mortality rates (low female and
intermediate male mortalities), females may favour protogyny while males would favour
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protandry (sector IV of figs. 1 and 2). These discrepancies in female and male ESS imply a po-
tential for an evolutionary conflict or arms race, a point we will return to in the discussion.

An increase in encounter rate (φ) shifts the general range of resulting ESS towards protan-
dry, especially from the males’ perspective (fig. 1B). The evolution of protogyny may become
less likely under these conditions, but the potential for an evolutionary conflict also becomes
even more pronounced. Under conditions of very low mortality of females and very high male
mortality the former would ‘prefer’ considerable protogyny while the latter would prefer eclo-
sure of females and males at about the same time. With a high encounter rate (φ = 30), we also
find mortality combinations where females would prefer to emerge slightly later compared to
the interest of males; this only occurs under the assumption of low male mortality (see sector
III in fig. 1B).

A modification of the sex-ratio (at eclosure) also has an effect on the optimal ESS of both
sexes (fig. 2). A reduction in the proportion of males (ψ) below 0.5 (at birth, respectively eclo-
sure) tends to favour the evolution of protogyny, while an increase in this proportion shifts the
spectrum of ESS towards protandry. Provided that males are rare in the population, protogyny
may also become a male ESS, but this does not occur for an even sex-ratio (fig. 2B).

In summary, across all scenarios tested, increasing male mortality in relation to that of fe-
males shifts the ESS for both sexes in the direction of protogyny, while the inverse (shift to-
wards protandry) results if we assume high female mortality compared to that of males. High
mortality rates of both sexes can only lead to a weak level of SDT of any kind.

Fig 1. Pairwise plots of male and female evolutionary stable (ESS) SDT. Values on the bisector represent equal male and female ESS. (a) Results for
low encounter rate φ = 2 and (b) for high encounter rate φ = 30; fraction of males is ψ = 0.5. The arrows indicate direction of change in pairwise ESS as male
mortality rate increases from 0.1 to 1 with female mortality fixed at 1.0. The short-dashed arrows indicate the change in pairwise ESS as female mortality
increases from 0.1 to 1 whereas male mortality is fixed at 1.0. The underlying shaded area shows location of pairwise ESS for all combinations of female and
male mortalities tested with λm and λf 2 {0.1, 0.16, 0.25, 0.4, 0.63, 1}

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118354.g001
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Discussion
Our model—that introduces a straightforward generalisation of the model presented by Zon-
neveld and Metz [10]—provides the first explanation for the evolution of protogyny as a fitness
maximizing strategy in Lepidoptera. Additionally, we show for the first time that—under cer-
tain conditions—a pronounced sexual conflict about the optimal SDT can emerge. We found
that protogyny is a favourable strategy from the female perspective when male survival is (con-
siderably) lower than that of females (fig. 1 and 2). Intuitively, this makes sense, as long-lived
females do not risk much—in terms of survival—when emerging ahead of males but clearly en-
sure maximal mating chance. More precisely, the prerequisites for protogyny to be an ESS
from the females’ perspective are: (i) Males are capable of multiple mating; (ii) females mate
only once; and (iii) female longevity is higher compared to that of males. To make protogyny
an ESS for males, the encounter rate between males and females must be low.

Bagworms are an example where these critical assumptions are met: Males are capable of
multiple mating, females mate only once, and life expectancy of females is much longer than
that of males [19]; such extreme differences in longevity of genders are also known from species
belonging to the Diptera order [27, 28]. In bagworms the extreme discrepancy in survival may
emerge because males carry the cost and risk of searching for receptive females, while females
attract males by using pheromones [19]. However, for protogyny to be an adaptive male strate-
gy, a low encounter rate is a further condition. There is indeed evidence for low encounter rates
in bagworms: (1) High female mating failures are reported (up to 30%), (2) parthenogenesis,
which is rare in Lepidoptera, evolved independently in many genera [1, 19], and (3) aptery,
which occurs in over half of the known bagworm species and in 9 out of 10 subfamilies, pre-
sumably reduces encounter rates [24, 34].

Fig 2. Effect of variation in the sex-ratio (proportion of malesψ at moment of eclosure) on pairwise ESS of SDT. Values on the bisector represent
equal male and female ESS. (a) Results for low encounter rate φ = 2 and (b) for high encounter rate φ = 30. Squares—ψ = 0.1, diamonds—ψ = 0.5 (as in fig.
1), triangles—ψ = 0.9. Other parameters as in fig. 1.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0118354.g002
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Alternative explations for the emergence of protogyny exists; Kokko et al. [35] provided an
explanation for protogyny in territorial birds, showing that competition can promote the evo-
lution of earlier female arrival to breading areas. However, Kokko et al. only predict evolution
of protogyny for low levels of mate competition and female-biased sex ratios (high level of con-
currence); bagworms most likely do not meet these restrictions [19]. If we take single mating
(Kokko [35]) and multiple mating (with no cost, assumption of our model) as extremes, it is
likely that, for anything in between, protogyny can also be an adaptive strategy. A possible
non-adaptive explanation for the emergence of SDT is sexual size dimorphism. Such dimor-
phism is common in butterflies and considered to be promoted by gender specific selection
pressure on body size. In a recent study, Teder [36] found a strong correlation between size di-
morphism and sexual differences in larval development time. He concluded that attaining a
larger body size is not feasible without prolonged larval development. Accordingly, protandry
emerges due to selection for large females body size that correlates positively with fecundity.
Indeed is such correlation especially strong in capital breeders, a life-history attribute ubiqui-
tous in bagworms [34, 37, 38]. Yet obviously this reasoning provides an argument for the evo-
lution of protandry whereas protogyny is the norm in bagworms.

We found that for a given set of parameters and equal mortality rates, the ESS of the two
sexes are nearly identical and therefore always very close to the main diagonal of the pairwise
plots (fig. 1). However, with unequal mortality we observe substantial deviations from the
main diagonal in these plots, especially in scenarios where females are long-lived and the en-
counter rate is large (sector I and IV of fig. 1B). This conflict can indeed be substantial: Assum-
ing that the male ESS would prevail, the predicted fraction of mated females could be up to 5%
lower than would be the case under the female ESS. It is noteworthy that strong deviations al-
ways fall below the main diagonal; this implies that (long-lived) females would generally have
an interest in emerging than is in the males’ interest. Under conditions where protandry
evolves (sector III in figs. 1 and 2), females would in most scenarios have an interest in lower
SDT than males. In turn, where protogyny is predicted, females should prefer a larger time-gap
in emergence than the males. The most striking conflict over SDT emerges when females
would prefer protogyny and males protandry (sector IV of figures), e.g., when female survival
is higher than that of males and the encounter rate is large. In this case, males would prefer to
emerge before females, while females would prefer to emerge before males. The existence of
such a discrepancy could lead to an ever ongoing evolutionary race. Our model does not pre-
dict the evolutionary outcome of this conflict; however, it does identify that such a
conflict exists.

Based on the assumptions we made, it follows directly that if the corresponding SDT of the
female and male ESS is not identical, there should be an ongoing evolutionary shift (see
Eq. (11)) of mean eclosion time to either earlier or later emergence.

sign ðESSm � ESSf Þ ¼
� shift to earlier� emergence

þ shift to later� emergence

(
ð11Þ

A positive value for the difference emerges wherever points in the pairwise ESS plots fall above
the main diagonal, and a negative value emerges where points fall below the diagonal (the
more frequent outcome).

In nature, timing of emergence quite certainly underlies several external constraints, e.g.,
those imposed by adverse climatic conditions or the time-limited availability of critical re-
sources such as egg-laying plants or food sources. Such constraints could ultimately define the
outcome of the conflict. For example, if males prefer a larger ‘protandrouse time-gap’ than fe-
males, the evolutionary race would drive the system to earlier and earlier emergence dates. In
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this case it appears likely that the males are ultimately prevented from earlier emergence by
harsh climatic conditions, and females may consequently enforce their ESS. However, if, for ex-
ample, the availability of host plants ‘anchors’ the best time for emergence for females, the level
of asynchrony may settle at a value closer to the males’ ESS.

Whether one gender can more directly impose its preferred SDT on the other sex is an inter-
esting question. For example, multiple mating as a female strategy affects this conflict and
might allow females to influence the ‘game’ in their interest. In a previous paper, Zonneveld
[39] showed for even mortality rates that if females mate several times male eclosure time
would be selected to be later than that evolving under the assumption of single mating (result-
ing in a shift to the left of the male ESS in the figures). Under certain conditions (especially
those occurring in sector I and IV of figures), multiple mating could thus reduce, if not resolve,
the timing of emergence conflict.

In conclusion, according to our model, protogyny and sexual conflict is a likely evolutionary
outcome when a substantial risk of mating failure exists and waiting costs for mates are low for
females. High mating failures may occur because males are short-lived, encounter rates are
low, or males are rare compared to females, i.e., whenever the operational sex-ratio (M/F) is
small. The model predictions seem to be in good agreement with the specific case of the bag-
worm life history and may also be applicable to other insects and non-territorial animals
in general.
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